WAUGH’S WELL FELL RACE, TUESDAY 5 JUNE 2007

A new winner tonight in Shaun Godsman of Todmorden with Simon Thompson of Clayton le Moors second just over half a minute behind.  Andrew Wrench in third but first vet 40, retained his record set back in 1998 (28.55).  However, a special mention must be made of Lawrence Sullivan of Clayton le Moors who took a stunning 5 minutes and 45 seconds off the over 70's record!  What is he on?  Answers on a postcard please!  
There was a record turn out from the host club Rossendale Harriers with 46 members, 10 of whom were juniors.   First home for Rossendale and in 4th postion was young Josh Tighe, still relatively new to fell running but what a talent.  Unsurprisingly, Rossendale took both the men's and women's team prizes.   
The ladies race saw Clare Kenny take first place as well as being the first female vet!  Clare, who represents Calder Valley on the fells but is the membership secretary of Rossendale (amongst other roles) also found the time to help at registration before competing.  Sharon Maguire of Rossendale was 2nd lady and winner of one of the two pairs of Inov8 fell shoes dontated by Ultimate Outdoors for a Prize Draw.  
Jim Johnson, also of Rossendale, won the other pair but son Joe had his eye on them and given his performance (eleventh overall), he gets my vote for them.   Another Godsman, this time Sharon was also in the prizes coming in 3rd.  
I must register my thanks to all the helpers who make this event - Jeff, John and Dave for flagging and marshalling the course (and never getting a chance to run!), Chris and Barbara on entries and results, Lefty on timing, Dan, Becky, Karen and Helen on car parking, drinks and results and those who turned up on the night and helped wherever needed.  Special thanks also to Rossendale and Pendle Mountain Rescue who again assisted two competitors off the moor, and the ladies of Bleakholt who fed everyone after the event. 
Next year will see wind turbines on the moor; 'they could have a cooling effect, like a fan' said one competitor, well given the usual good weather we have for this race, maybe they will be of some use after all.  See you all next year.  
Cath Hignett 
Race Organiser 
